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The Voice 

From Our Redeemer�s Lutheran Church 
1400 Stuart Street, Helena, MT 59601 

406-442-7842 
Web site: www.ourredeemerlives.org 

 
The Ministry Team of Our Redeemer�s Church: 

All the People of God, along with: 
 

Pastor Lon Bechtel, Interim Lead Pastor 
Rev. Kendra Wilde, Associate Pastor  

Kathy Olson, Youth & Family Ministries 
Dr. Rob Stuberg, Associate in Ministry, 

Worship & Arts 
Sharon Amor, Associate in Ministry,   

Congregational Care  
Julie Peck, Christian Education  

& Preschool Director 
Trudy Burke, Preschool Teacher 

Wendy Vukonich, Preschool Teacher 
David White, Church Administrator 

Stacia Denton, Administrative Assistant 
Linda Keim, Organist 

Julie Peck, Kidz Praise 
Dr. Rob Stuberg, Chancel Choir 

Joy Novota, Wedding Coordinator 
Kayla Cummings and Emily Lindner, Nursery 

Attendants 
Kathy Schenck, Newsletter Editor 

 
 

Our Redeemer�s Sister Parishes: 
Rietfontein Parish in South Africa 

Namaqualand Parish in South Africa 
 

Deadline for monthly Voice articles to  
Our Redeemer�s Office:  

third Monday of each month 
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Our Redeemer�s Staff 
Phone Number and Email Listing: 
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All are invited to a quiet and reflective evening gathered around the 
breaking of bread (and eating of soup), focused conversation, and a service 
of Evening Prayer.    

A light soup supper beings at 5:15 pm. During supper, Pastor Lon will 
lead conversations on �Developing a Congregational Narrative: History, Iden-
tity, Changes, Hopes and Dreams� in the quilting/choir room.   
�Faith and Prayer in Everyday Life� table talk questions will be supplied in the 
Lower Fellowship Hall.  

Evening Prayer will begin at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary. Because we will 
be participating in focused discussions prior to the prayer service, there will 
be no sermon. The service will be quiet, contemplative, filled with candlelight 
and music, and rather short.  

Please join us this Lenten season as we gather around our meal to-
gether, participate in great conversation, and contemplate our wonderful 
God!  

0 ������������	����( 
����� �� ��% �� �%%���
1 �	�	�

Thursdays:  
February 25:   __________ 
March 4:   __________ 

        March 11:         __________ 
        March 18:         __________ 
        March 25:         __________ 

Please call the church office 
if your small group would be 
able to host. 



 

 

February 2010 The Voice   Page 3 

������������	
�����
����
����

 
Travis and April Gronley 
 Travis and April Gronley are being 
sponsored by Chris and Melanie Denning.  
Travis is originally from Columbia Falls and 
works for the MT National Guard as a 
helicopter pilot.  April is originally from Malta 
and is a stay at home mom to their 18-month 
old son, Tyler.  They love spending their time 
outdoors. 
  Welcome Travis and April! 
 
 
Wendi Castle 
 Wendi Castle is being sponsored by 
Karen Duncan.  Wendi is a native to Great 
Falls and moved to Helena about a year ago.  
She has two adult sons, Paul and Luke.  
Wendi has worked for the government for 22 
years.  She was a member of Redeemer 
Lutheran Church in Great Falls for over 40 
years and is looking forward to finding her 
niche here.   
  Welcome Wendi! 
 
Dick, Lori, Tyler, Trever, and Annie Chase 
 The Chase family is being sponsored 
by Bob and LeAnne DenHerder.  They are 
returning members after moving away in 
1993.  Dick is retired from Law Enforcement 
and is now the President of Security Works 
USA.  Lori is a Health & PE teacher currently 
substitute teaching.  Tyler, 22, is attending 
MSU-Bozeman, Trever, 19, is attending 
college in Maryland, and Annie, 16, is a 
sophomore at Capital High School.  The 
family is happy to be back in Montana, close 
to family and good friends.  They enjoy 
boating, fishing, hunting, sports, and traveling. 
    
  Welcome back Chases�! 

 
Natalie Tocas 
 Natalie is being sponsored by Sharon 
Amor.  Natalie has lived in Helena for 17 
years and has been employed as an 
accountant for seven years at Morrison-
Maierle, Inc. She is a mother of five children 
ages 8 - 22 and loves to read and cook. 
    
  Welcome Natalie! 
 
Craig Erickson 
 Craig is being sponsored by Sharon 
Amor.  Craig moved from Havre to Helena this 
past July to work as a grant writer/
administrator for Great West Engineering.  He 
was baptized at Hegland Lutheran Church in 
Hawley, Minnesota and confirmed at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church in Moorhead, 
Minnesota, where he graduated high school in 
1980.  Craig moved to Havre in September 
1986 to work for KOJM/KPQX radio and while 
in Havre he was a member of First Lutheran 
Church and served as Council President in 
2000 and 2001.  Most recently, Craig was 
blessed to be a member of Messiah Lutheran, 
also in Havre, and to be a participant in the 
Montana Synod�s Lay Pastoral Associate 
Training Program with Pastor Michael Dahle 
as his mentor.  The Lord has blessed Craig in 
so many ways and one of His blessings has 
been to be a member of, and to serve the 
Lutheran Church.   
  Welcome Craig! 
 
 
  

 
For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and asking that you 

may be filled with the knowledge of God�s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you may 
lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow 
in the knowledge of God.  Colossians 1:9-11 
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 �The Armful� by Robert Frost is an intriguing poem.  It�s relevant too � symbolically apropos for busy people on the go, 
especially in Lent.   
     For every parcel I stoop down to seize 

I loose some other off my arms and knees, 
And the whole pile is slipping, bottle, buns, 
Extremes too hard to comprehend at once, 
Yet nothing I should care to leave behind. 

 
 With all I have to hold with, hand and mind 

And heart, if need be, I will do my best 
To keep their building balanced at my breast. 

I crouch down to prevent them as they fall; 
Then sit down in the middle of them all. 

I had to drop the armful in the road 
And try to stack them in a better load.  

 There are so many things to attend to in life:  career, marriage, friendships, faith, family, health, pets, belongings, 
duties, dreams, learning, leisure, fun.  Does it sometimes feel as if the whole pile is slipping, bottles, buns, extremes too 
hard to comprehend at once?  Do some things, by choice or necessity, sometimes need to be left behind?  

 Spiritually there are things that, by necessity, might need to be left behind.  We can�t balance both love and hate, for 
instance.  We can�t carry an armload of bitterness with joy.  Greed and generosity are contradictory.  Malice and respect 
are incongruous.  Grip tight to one and we lose hold of the other.  This is a basic human equation.  

 Lots of people have historically given things up for Lent.  It�s not required.  However, Lent is a good time to take 
stock of our own �armfuls� in order to see if we can stack things in a better load.  Maybe there is something that needs to 
be given up - something we�re better off without.  What might that be?  What is it that needs to be left behind for a better 
balance of faith; for better stability in life?  I suppose you could call these Lent questions, if you want.  I prefer to simply 
think of them as good and healthy questions, not just for individuals, but also for couples, families, organizations, 
congregations and even nations.     

 The peace of God be with you this Lenten season � and may all of your �armfuls� stay stacked in a good building 
balance.  
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Greetings to you all! 
 By the time you read this it will have been just over 60 days since I first took over from Sherry Gunter, your previous 
Church Administrator.  First and foremost, I must confess that Sherry was an absolutely amazing administrator and her 
shoes have been challenging to fill.  I can certainly see from a firsthand perspective how so many of you will deeply miss 
her, as I have also already taken a liking to her personality and having her abilities close by throughout this transition.  
To see her departing is also sad for me.  She has been a great and wonderful asset for many years to Our Redeemer�s 
Lutheran Church and she is already greatly missed.  Peace be with you always Sherry! 
 As for myself, I am learning more each day.  Every challenge is followed by an accomplishment tagging gingerly behind.  
Like any new position, this calling is also ripe with a learning curve; one at times which feels merciless with its approach.  
I often find myself being reminded that the Lord is ever so merciful and the frustration and stress I sometimes experience 
is simply a reminder that He is here for us.  This time of year brings so many emotions.  Jesus Christ died for us, for you 
and I, and that is sometimes difficult for our tiny little minds to fully accept.  So, when contemplating the little things, such 
as my job, I can honestly say I completely enjoy my calling, those I�m getting to know, as well as my ever changing daily 
duties.  Just as the season of spring is near and the Resurrection of Our Lord, I too feel that my new beginning is just 
starting to blossom.  Thank you again for the opportunity to serve the Lord, this congregation, and each and every one of 
you. 
         David White, Church Administrator 



 

 

 
Habitat Garage Sale Coming This Summer 

 
 Once again, Helena Area Habitat for 
Humanity is holding a garage sale to help 
raise funds to help build decent and affordable 
homes for Helena's families in need. Last 
year, several generous folks from our church 
gave us wonderful stuff to sell. We'd love it if 
everyone would put things aside for us for the 
next few months. We're looking for almost 
anything and if you have furniture or large 
items, we can pick them up for you. We have 
limited storage at the ReStore facility on 
National Avenue (the old Salvation Army 
building). We'd prefer to receive or pick up 
items during the week before the sale. 
  
 The garage sale will take place July 24 
at the parking lot in front of the Good 
Samaritan store. Please save your stuff and 
the date! 
 
 

�
�

� �������� ���	 
������
� 
� 
���

2 ������� �3 ����� �� ��
�����

4 ������ �� �����%���
5 �	��		���	�" ������	����&���

 
You are invited to join together with Pastor Lon and 

other Our Redeemer�s members at 11:45  following 
Sunday worship in March to: 
�       to get acquainted; 
�       share some of your defining experiences in the life 

of Our Redeemer�s; 
�       and see if we can identify some of the guiding 

principles (core beliefs and values) that inform our 
lives together as a believing community. 

These sessions will last about 45 minutes.   
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Calling All Gardeners...and those who wish to be! 
 

On Sunday, April 11 (time TBA) the church land 
gardeners from last year invite anyone interested to join 

us at our Green Meadow property and find out more 
about our community garden.  We had an awesome time 
last year and despite the grasshoppers, still managed to 
grow some good veggies and beautiful flowers.  You�ll 
love connecting with God�s good earth at our property. 
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As members of this faith-based community and the 
communities in which we live and work, each of us has 
a lot at stake as we prepare to complete our 2010 
Census form.  By participating, we can affect the quality 
of life in our community for the better.  Every year, the 
federal government distributes more than $400 billion 
to state, local, and tribal governments based on census 
data - funding used for new roads, schools, hospitals, 
and to enhance important community programs.  Faith 
organization like ours use census data to apply for 
grants that fund programs and initiatives that are 
important to our community.  Census data also give us 
a voice in Congress as the data is used to determine 
the number of seats each state will have in the US 
House of Representatives.  Please complete and mail 
back your form and encourage your family, friends, and 
neighbors to do the same.  For more information, visit 
2010census.gov 
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By Sandra E. Lamb Hallmark Magazine 

     It was late summer in Bozeman, Montana, when Angela and Daniel Shelton spent their last $92 on a campground fee so they�d 
have a place to pitch their tent�the only home the couple and their two young daughters could afford. This was a family adventure, 
they told the girls, willing themselves to appear calm and cheerful. But Angela, 31, could feel the panic rising inside. �We had 
enough food for about three days,� she remembers. �There was a jar of peanut butter, some jelly, a half loaf of bread, a box of grits 
and several bananas.� 
     The couple had acquaintances in the area but didn�t contact them. �People talk and things get said,� says Angela, a soft-spoken 
woman whose biggest fear was that Taiilor, 11, and Sierra, 9, would be taken away from them. So the family kept to 
themselves. The campground manager�s wife, however, must have guessed the Sheltons� plight, because soon after the family settled 
in, she suggested they drop by the Salvation Army to see what kind of aid they could get.  This wasn�t the time to be too proud or 
embarrassed to accept help, Angela realized.  The next day, she sat down with her daughters and explained the family situation. The 
girls were quiet for a long time. Then they asked how long they would be camping. Would they still be there when school started? 
What school would they go to?  Angela didn�t have all the answers, but told them that �Mom and Dad are working hard to change 
things.� 
     It was time to put words into action. Without saying anything to Daniel, 44, Angela dropped her husband at the construction 
job he�d found in town, and with the girls in tow she drove to the Salvation Army. The supervisor there gave them a voucher for one 
tank of gas to help get Daniel to his job and back. More importantly, he gave Angela the phone number for Family Promise, a 
nonprofit organization that provides shelter to homeless families and helps them learn to become self-sufficient. 
     Last year there were about 3.5 million homeless people in this country, and by most accounts, families with children make up the 
fastest-growing segment of this population, according to the National Coalition for the Homeless. More and more, the people seeking 
help are working families like the Sheltons�people who struggle with wages that are too low to cover anything but the barest 
necessities, says Karen Olson, founder and president of Family Promise. A 2006 American Payroll Association survey found that 
two-thirds of families live paycheck to paycheck. In addition, �one in eight people live below the poverty line,� says Olson. �All it 
takes is the loss of a job, a car repair or medical bills to upset the delicate balance of scraping by.�� 
     In potentially calamitous situations like these, Family Promise can provide a lifeline. Olson, a single mom who was living with 
her two sons in Summit, New Jersey, got the idea in 1985 to start the organization after seeing increasing numbers of homeless 
people in New York City. As she began to talk to them, she realized that �far more than the food, they were hungry for compassion.� 
So in 1986 Olson started the Interfaith Hospitality Network, as Family Promise was originally known, with the help of clergy in her 
community. 
     When the network tried to buy a building to transform into a shelter, it ran smack into zoning regulations and a not-in-my-
backyard attitude. That�s when the group came up with a simple yet radical idea: Why not get permission to use church buildings? 
Today Family Promise operates in 38 states through local networks like the one in Bozeman. It connects people, many of whom are 
looking to actively live the principles of their faith, with those who need help. Last year, with more than 4,500 congregations of all 
religious faiths involved, Family Promise provided shelter, food and support to more than 20,000 homeless families.  Each local 
network is made up of churches, synagogues or mosques that have signed on to help. Because anywhere from 8 to 13 places of 
worship participate in a network, families stay in one place for a week, then rotate to another. Because of its use of existing 
buildings, volunteers and donations, Family Promise can provide 24-hour care and intensive case management for only about $18 
per person per day. (The national average for emergency shelters is about $42 a night per person, according to the National Alliance 
to End Homelessness.) 
     The story of the Sheltons� slide into homelessness is, unfortunately, not unique. Like many families, they had found it a struggle 
to make ends meet�. 
     Curious to find out what happens to the Sheltons?  Ask Pastor Kendra for a copy of the complete story or read it online at: http://
www.familypromise.org/files/Hallmark_11_2007.pdf 

     Last month in the Voice I wrote of a ministry opportunity called 
Family Promise through which congregations can provide food and 
shelter for homeless families.  I included an article from the Independ-
ent Record stating the need in Helena.  This month, I would like to 
share another article with you.  This one was published in the Hall-
mark Magazine and follows the story of a family in Bozeman who take 
part in the Family Promise program.  Carol Will and I invite you to 
consider Family Promise as a ministry opportunity for Our Redeemer�s 
over the coming months.  We welcome your comments and questions 
about this ministry opportunity. 
     Peace,   Pastor Kendra 
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First Communion Instruction 
 
  

Sunday, March 21, from 1:00 � 2:30 pm, 
First Communion Instruction will be held for 
fourth grade students, parents, and any other 
interested baptized members. Pastor Kendra 
Wilde will lead this class, teaching what it 
means to receive the bread and wine served 
during the Sacrament of Holy Communion 
and how it is practiced here at Our 
Redeemer�s.   
 
 Sunday, March 28, from 4:00 � 6:00 pm, a 
reenactment of a Jewish Passover Seder 
Meal will be shared with all who are receiving 
First Communion Instruction.  Jesus 
instituted Holy Communion, on the night 
before his death, during the Passover 
observance, commemorating God�s 
deliverance of the Hebrew people out of 
slavery in Egypt. The Seder meal is a Jewish 
ritual � a celebration of this freedom.  
Experiencing the meal helps the Christian 
community understand how and when the 
practice of Holy Communion was first begun. 
 
 Thursday, April 1, 6:30 pm, during  
Maundy Thursday worship, all who have 
received instruction will receive their First 
Communion. Special mention of each 
student will be made at this time. Please 
make this important event a priority in your 
family�s faith life as we seek to fulfill the 
promises we made at our children�s baptism 
to �provide for their instruction in the 
Christian faith.� 
 
   
 

� �������7	�, ���	����
�
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 The Season of Lent 
 

What does it mean for children and 
families? You are encouraged to talk this 
over with your children and explore the 
ways in which you can observe LENT in the 
coming weeks.  
Lent is:   A season of the church; a time to 
remember the sacrifices Jesus made for 
us; a time to renew our commitment to 
God. 
Lent begins on:  Ash Wednesday and 
continues for 40 days (excludes Sundays), 
ending the day before Easter.  
Ways to observe Lent as a family: 
GIVE by serving others.                                                 
      GIVE UP something we enjoy. 

PRAY and STUDY God�s Word.  
     FORGIVE. 

--------------------------------------------------------- 

���������	�
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��������
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�����������
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Hey there families! 
It�s time to mark 
your calendars for 
Vacation Bible 
School 2010.  It all 

begins on Monday, June 14, and we will gather 
with friends to share God�s love and discover 
the treasure of God�s word. 
     The church is filled with kids enjoying great 
music, cool stories, crazy games, wonderful 
snacks, and amazing projects. Come and see! 
Children who turned 4 years old by September 
10, 2009, through those who will be completing 
5th grade this spring are eligible to register.  
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Parents, Adults, Middle School, High School and College Students: you are invited to serve at 
VBS! It�s a great time to jump in and volunteer with dozens of others who love God and love being with 
children.   
   Staffing needs include:  Area Coordinators, teachers and assistants in all areas. For more 
information, please contact Julie Peck, 442-7842 x 210 or Julie@ourredeemerlives.org.  

 

 �������������������	�
������ ���� ���
�

 Great camp opportunities for students entering grade 3 - grade 12 abound! Pick up a 
Brochure at the Information Desk and check out new programs such as the Sailing 

Outback Camp, 9th Grade Spokane Servant and Senior High Koocanusa Kayaking. Adults can kayak, sail, 
or customize an adventure trip; several Weekend Retreats are also offered. 
     Dozens of continuing favorites include:  Family Camps/Work Retreats, Northwest Choir Camp, and 
Off-site Adventures for Grades 9 � 12.   
     Online registration is available for all programs except the Family Camps; go to the website at 
www.flbc.net for details. Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp, located in beautiful Northwest Montana, is a 
camp for people of all ages where you will experience God�s creation and God�s love and grace in a 
powerful way. Registration after May 1 will cost an additional $25.00. The weeks fill up quickly, so 
register now! 
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SMALL TALK for PARENTS: 
An Evening of Encouragement and Enrichment 

 
 Plan now to attend an evening where professionals will share their expertise and give opportunities for 
parents to discuss key issues related to parenting the young child. 
 
 When:  Monday, March 22, 2010, from 6:30 � 8:30 pm 
Where:  Our Redeemer�s Lutheran Church 
What:  Topics to include: Parenting: The Joys and Challenges, Childhood Wellness, Faith  
  Formation in the Home, and Getting Ready for Kindergarten 
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Small Talk for Parents: 
 

 An Evening of Encouragement and Enrichment 
 

 Parents, you are invited! 
Monday, March 22, 2010 

6:30 � 8:30 pm 
Our Redeemer�s Lutheran Church 

*Childcare Provided* 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 

 
 Presentations with discussion include: 

 
 �Parenting: The Joys and Challenges� 

Patty White, M. Ed. CDC 
 

 �Childhood Wellness� 
Dr. Jeff Roush, Naturopath 

 
 �Faith Formation in the Home� 

Pastor Kendra Wilde and Julie Peck 
 

 �Getting Ready for Kindergarten� 
Mrs. FayeAnn Cummings, teacher  
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            January 21, 2010 
Dear President and Church Council, 
 
Thank you for your care for Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp. 
 
In the past months, many people have asked me this question in varying forms: “What will happen to the 
Camp ministry as a result of the vote at the 2009 Churchwide Assembly about ordaining same-gender 
persons in relationships and allowing congregations to recognize same gendered couples?”  
 
My answer is: Nothing will change for the camp. 
 
Your camp will continue to work with children in loving, Christian, and age appropriate ways teaching 
them the fundamentals of the faith and encouraging them to a faithful Christian life of love and service.  
We will continue to worship each day, do Bible Study and faith focused activities. 
 
In the past, the Camp has not taught about homosexual practices or any sexual practices.  Nor will we 
teach that at Camp in the future. 
 
Flathead Lutheran Camp was formed 45 years before the ELCA came into existence and the Camp 
remains an autonomous ministry with its own Montana Board of Directors. 
 
While the Camp Corporation is owned by ELCA congregations in Montana, the Bible Camp ministry is 
not bound by or under the authority of the recent vote, at the ELCA Churchwide Assembly, about 
homosexuality, just as local congregations are not under the authority of that vote but are free to make 
their own decisions. 
 
Congregations, who leave the ELCA, will be welcome to send their children to Camp, knowing that the 
Camp ministry will not change. 
 
If you have appreciated the ministry of Flathead Luthrean Bible Camp in the past, you will be pleased 
about what will be carefully done in the future.  The Camp will continue to do faithful, traditional 
Christian ministry with children and young adults. 
 
 Yours in Christ, 
 Pastor Gary Cockrell 
 Executive Director 
 
P.S. Please remember that Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp receives no financial support from the Montana 
Synod budget or from the ELCA offices in Chicago.  All support comes from congregations and 
individuals.  The Camp ministry is locally funded and directed.   


